John Philpot
The time has co me to say something about shoot ing slides (35 mm transpa re ncies to you Tech. Photogs .). Sli des a nd slide presentations are so me of the most useful a nd inexpe nsive co mmun ications devices we have at our disposal. Everybody shoots slides and many people are doing it wrong.
With the coming of television the old-time dic tates of photography have changed ; a nd , as I look back I'm not sure they we re right in the firs t place. In days of old the ru le was " fill up th e fra me" right out to the edge . Anot he r rule was " if your subject is ve rti cal, turn the ca mera up on its side and shoot it vertical. "
A television screen has a th ree by four horizontal for mat. It is three high a nd fou r wi de whet he r you a re meas uring in centimeters, inches, feet , APRIL-J UNE 1976 21 meters, whatever. Naturally, when a vertical format slide is projected through a television system the sides of the scree n are black and the top and bottom of the slide are cut off. Now, you may say, "but I'm not shooting it fo r television, it will be used only in a slide presentation. " Even though this is your intention , there is always a possibili ty tha t any slide might appear on te levis ion . But , even if it is used on ly in a slide presentatio n, the sa me situation applies. In the average presentation most of the slides are horizontal. Let 's say in setting up your slide projector you fi ll the sc reen with a horizontal format slide. Then , down into your presentation, along comes a vertical shot of the president of your land grant uni ve rsity. His head is projected onto the wall beh ind the screen. Now, you must apologize to your audience unless you are relative ly sure they can recognize him by his nave l.
Here's my point on this horizontaVvert ical busi ness. Probably the most vertical shot in the nation wou ld be the Washington Monument. My advice is to shoot it horizontal even if you have to back all the way to Ohio.
The re is another characteristic of telev ision that a buuuunch of people need to know. It's a thi ng called "c utoff." When any video material is transmi tted through a telev isio n system 10% to 15% is cut off of each of the fo ur edges. If you fill up that slide right out to the edge, some of your mate rial wi ll be lost in the transmission and often your entire visual message is lost. Loose n up on that shot; make that material a li llIe smaller on the slide and keep it away from the edges. Allow at least 10% along each edge for cutoff.
Since it is hoped that a lot of people besides j ust us will read this epistle, I will ta ke off on another litt le problem. I suppose there are those wi th even less audiovisual presentation capability than we have. These people probably need and love that infernal slide change "bleep" on the aud io tape accompanying a slide series. To those organizations producing slide/tape prese ntations for mass distributio n could you please make the master audio available to us minus the audible to ne? The bleeps are distracting and quite unnecessary to those of us who plan to sy nc the changes on a Wollensak 255 1 or some othe r slide/s ync programmer. If the bleep is recorded full track along with your a udio message , we can't get your bleep off.
Sophistication in audiovisual communication continues to increase at an acce lerated rate. This presents a challenge; but , from my obse rvations, most of our guys are " keeping up" very we ll. It is disconcert ing, to say the least , to fi nd that the foundatio n under our A V edifice has shifted and we have to re-evaluate ou r basics.
Remi nds me of the tractor driving contest at the Four States Fair in Texarkana. I was Assistant County Age nt in Mi ller County, Arkansas; and, the Bowie County, Texas Assistant Agent and I had to work up the written exam every year. It was a drag, so we used the same questions from last yea r and just changed the answers.
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